Dear MAFL Fund Contributors and Interested Bystanders,
“losing love

Is like a window in your heart

Everybody sees you’re blown apart

Everybody sees the wind blow”

Paul Simon
Those who know me well, know how important the felines and canines in my life have been. Today my wife and I had to say goodbye to our feline house-guest (home-owner in her mind) of the past 14 years. She’d travelled with us across two states, two countries and five homes, commanding each home in turn and tolerating our presence largely, I suspect, due to our apparently magical abilities to make doors and cans open. Today we had to admit that keeping her alive was far more for our benefit than for hers. She’ll be very much missed. Vale Astra. (Those of you who’ve never had a pet are, I know, at this point bewildered beyond belief.)
On to matters football.

The irony of having cheered on the Swans v the Cats on Saturday night is not lost on me, but the result was very good for the Fund, bouncing our share price, albeit briefly, up to 91.7c.
Then came Sunday afternoon and the fiasco of the unheard-siren at Aurora, which cost us, it appears, around 5.4% of initial funds. For those of you who didn’t watch the game or who’ve not seen the video, the following is my attempt to describe what happened.
The Saints goal with about 37 seconds remaining, leaving them a point behind Freo. They win the hitout and move the ball inside the 50, where there’s a huge scramble for the ball about 40 out, and the on-screen clock winds down to zero just before, or maybe just after, the umpire calls for a ball up. Some of the Freo players have (or think they have) heard the siren and appeal to the umpire to end the game. The umpire, believing he knows better and shunning the one sensible course of action available to him (viz checking with the timekeeper), makes a decision which should haunt him for the rest of his umpiring days and elects to bounce the ball, then allows play to continue for at least a further 5 or 10 seconds, during which the ball arrives in the hands of the Saints’ Steven Baker. Under pressure, Baker kicks wide and scores the levelling point, but he’s. A behind is signalled and then rescinded as Baker is ruled to have been illegally knocked down after the kick and he elects to take the free kick and have another shot at goal. The Freo coach and players erupt as random fireworks, arms catherine-wheeling, lips spluttering. Baker takes his set shot and pushes it wide for yet another levelling behind. The point is signalled, the umpire calls time (without any additional siren), the commentators collectively and figuratively scratch their heads, the players traipse off the ground, and supporters of both teams shuffle to the exits, bewildered and bemused.
Without a doubt, the wrong decision was made but, by my reading of the Sportsbet rules, the ‘result’ will stand at least insofar as the betting is concerned. The good news is, it’s not just money back for a draw. There’s a formula so complex and arcane that those who understand it are not permitted to fly on the same plane together, which meant that we made about 1.7% of initial funds on the outcome. Better than nothing, sure, but not the 7.1% that was rightfully ours.
Our third bet, Port Adelaide, looked a reasonable bet until late into the third quarter when Collingwood found some fireworks of their own, launching a scoring spree that would eventually see them run out winners by just shy of seven goals.

So, once the bluster and fury had died down, our betting record stood at 4½ and 9, and the MAFL Fund share price had risen to 89.80c. 
On the tipping front, it was an extraordinarily successful week. The Model tipped 7½ from 8, propelling it to a season record of 25½ from 40 (63.8%). 
You might recall that the Model was tipping a spate of close games this weekend, and four of the games were precisely that. In fact, the Model tipped the exact margin for the Melbourne games and was within one goal of the margin for three more of the games. As a consequence, the Model’s average error margin this week was only 20.125 points, moving its season average to an excellent 29.5 points.
Here’s the detail of the round:
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Date Venue Team 1 Bet Price Team 2 Bet Price Bet Team 1 Bet Team 2 Profit/Loss Predicted Winner Pred Margin Winner Margin

28-Apr-06 M.C.G Richmond - Carlton - - - Richmond 3 Richmond 8



29-Apr-06 M.C.G Melbourne - Kangaroos - - - Melbourne 4 Melbourne 4



29-Apr-06 Football Park Adelaide - Western Bulldogs - - - Adelaide 3 Adelaide 77



29-Apr-06 Stadium Australia Sydney $1.95 Geelong - 4.88% - 4.64% Sydney 7 Sydney 22



29-Apr-06 Subiaco West Coast - Brisbane Lions - - - West Coast 35 West Coast 59



30-Apr-06 Aurora Stadium St Kilda - Fremantle $2.90 - 3.73% 1.68% St Kilda 6 Draw 0 ½

30-Apr-06 Docklands Collingwood - Port Adelaide $2.25 - 3.59% (3.59%) Collingwood 6 Collingwood 41



30-Apr-06 M.C.G Hawthorn - Essendon - - - Hawthorn 3 Hawthorn 1 

Total 4.88% 7.33% 2.73%

12.21%


Once again, trading on the Fund is open at the 89.8c price until Wednesday 5pm. 
I’ll keep you posted if anything changes re the Freo/Saints game, but I’m not expecting anything.

‘Til Thursday,
Tony

